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do his utmost to terrify us with blood-curdling stories of
Arab lawlessness and violence. However, let us pin our
faith not in firearms and bravado, but in our cool heads
and our stout hearts. And, in the meanwhile, I will take
you to a caravanserai, where we shall find an acquaintance
of mine, who is the owner of a drove of the fleetest asses
in Hejaz. His name is Nassir, and he owns allegiance to
the fighting clan of Harb. From him we will hire three
donkeys: one for your Excellency, one for the effects we
have with us, and a third for myself. Nassir will accom-
pany us on foot, and be a protector to us in the wilderness.
Let'us hasten lest his services be engaged."

After bartering with Nassir, it was settled that I should
pay him two dollars for the use of each animal (two-thirds
to be paid in advance and one-third on alighting in Mecca),
while he himself was to receive, in return for his services,
a bakhshish in proportion to his usefulness on the road.

In appearance he was a typical representative of his
race, both in bearing and in dress, as well as in accoutre-
ments and in strength. Tall and lean, he had the appear-
ance of a man that had been baked in an oven: his skin
was as brown and as wrinkled as a walnut-shell, his features
seemed to leap out of the face, while his eyes declared the
nobility of a virile though savage nature. He wore a long
yellow shirt, reaching below the knees, with a red cotton
belt round the waist, in which was stuck an ugly-looking
dagger. Slung crosswise over his back a Bedouin generally
carries an old-fashioned flint rifle, having a barrel some
two yards in length, with a bow-shaped stock covered all
over with small square chips of white shells. For this un-
gainly weapon Nassir substituted a stout Arab club, which
was a fortunate thing for Seyyid 'AH, perhaps, inasmuch
as wordy wars between the two men came to be of hourly
occurrence.